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Synopsis

Meditations on First Philosophy by Rene Descartes is widely considered to be one of the top
philosophical books of all time. For many, Meditations on First Philosophy is required reading for
various courses and curriculums. And for others who simply enjoy reading timeless pieces of classic
philosophical literature, this gem by Rene Descartes is highly recommended. Meditations on First

Philosophy would make an ideal gift and it should be a part of everyone’s personal library.
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Customer Reviews

Ren? Descartes, known as the Father of Modern Philosophy and inventor of Cartesian coordinates,
was a seventeenth century French philosopher, mathematician, and writer. Descartes made
significant contributions to the fields of philosophy and mathematics, and was a proponent of
rationalism, believing strongly in fact and deductive reasoning. Working in both French and Latin, he
wrote many mathematical and philosophical works including The World, Discourse on a Method,
Meditations on First Philosophy, and Passions of the Soul. He is perhaps best known for originating

the statement | think, therefore | am. --This text refers to the Hardcover edition.

We are 1641, Descartes or "the thinking thing", as he calls himself, is meditating about the
existence of a god + telling apart soul and body. Medieval follies apart, the fun here comes from his
ingenious methodology building the argument. First, he admits being aware of his ignorance
therefore prone to errors. Second, he claims to be able to free his mind from senses and prejudices;

also ready to demolish his own opinions given new evidences. Then he goes about defining what



information his senses are providing to conclude that, in a senseless mind-set, the idea of god is still
with him. IA¢A A™m reading this in 2016, we know humans canA¢A A™t reach such senseless

state but Descartes is still very entertaining.

A book well worth reading for anyone interested in the history of philosophy, but even moreso for
those interested in Christian theology. Herein is the basis for most Protestant Christian
interpretations of Jesus and the Bible. Descartes provides those who agree with him certainty about
a discrete Self that has ’free will,” and a God who ’is not a deceiver’ thus rendering our perceptions
and rational thought trustworthy. | disagree with him most every step of the way, but it is a

fascinating read given its impact on the historical development of philosophy and western religion.
If you pick up this book thinking it exists, take a moment to clear your head of all you know to be
true. To truly immerse yourself in this book, you must put aside all you know and take in every word
as if it were knew knowledge. This book is a great place to start for aspiring students of philosophy.
| think, therefore... What do you think? Why do you think it? You should probably think about that...
Although Descartes may have never adequately answered the questions he proposed, he cracked
open the ark of modern being and released phantoms that haunt us still today. Your a fraud if you
don’t at least face Descartes ideas with some dignity. Get off my lawn.

A school required book for my son.

Excellent!

Very Interesting book to read. Very complex to understand at first, took me a couple times to read to

understand but worth it.
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